Medgar Evers College Writing Center
Anatomy of an Essay
Think of your essay as consisting of 5 basic sections. These could be 5 paragraphs for a shorter
essay or 5 general sections for longer essays. Keep this general structure in mind for essays as a
rule-of-thumb that can be adjusted

Introduction

Thesis

Body

Body

Imagine your introduction as an upside-down triangle. It
is upside-down to represent that you start off broad in
the introduction and then you become specific. The end
of the introduction is the most specific part of your
introduction, which is the thesis statement
Think of your thesis like a movie trailer. We expect
trailers to be general enough that we know what the
movie is about (horror, comedy, drama, etc.), but
specific enough that we know the particular story (a
man getting revenge against his enemy; a drama about
someone trying to recover from a terrible accident, etc.).
You expect trailers to be a generally accurate
representation about the movie. This is how you should
be thinking about your thesis and how it represents your
essay

The body section is made up of distinct paragraphs or
sections. It doesn’t have to be exactly 3
sections/paragraphs. What’s important is that each
section/paragraph must be talking about a different idea.

Body

Conclusion

The conclusion is the opposite of the introduction. You
start specific and then you end broad.
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Start the introduction with something that would grab the
reader’s attention: a quote or an interesting fact - anything
that is generally related to your topic.

Attention-Grabber

Introduction

Introduce topic/literature
to be discussed

As you continue your introduction, become more specific
A thesis is the argument or point you are making. It is
general enough to encompass all the essay content, but
specific enough that the reader has a clear idea of exactly
what your essay is about.

Thesis

Topic Sentence
Supporting quotations/information from sources
Body
Explanation/interpretation of quotations/sources

Topic Sentence
Supporting quotations/information from sources
Body
.

Each body paragraph should start with a topic
sentence. Similar to the thesis, the topic sentence
should give the reader an idea about what the
paragraph will be about. It must also relate back
to the thesis statement. You can’t have a body
paragraph about something that is not related to
the thesis. Similarly, you can’t have things in the
thesis statement that you don’t discuss in the
body.

Explanation/interpretation of quotations/sources

Topic Sentence
Supporting quotations/information from sources
Body
Explanation/interpretation of quotations/sources

Conclusion

Re-phrased
thesis
Summary of each
section/paragraph
“Food for thought”

The rest of the paragraph should be providing
evidence for the topic sentence. There are many
ways that you can provide support such as
including quotes from a story, paraphrasing
information from scholarly articles, etc.
However, you have to provide support and
explain the information rather than expecting the
reader to accept your assumptions without
evidence

Start your conclusion with a re-worded thesis statement. Don’t
copy/paste it into the conclusion, but re-write the thesis using
different words.
The next few sentences are a summary of each body
paragraph/section. Don’t copy/paste the topic sentences summarize the main point of each paragraph in different words.
The last part of the conclusion be considered the “food for
thought” section. Now that the essay is complete, what are
some additional implications that the reader could consider?
There are a lot of things you can address as long as it is
generally related to the topic
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Attention-Grabber about MEC about
the importance of writing centers

Introduction

Introduce the MEC
Writing Center (location,
director, etc.)
Thesis

Body

Let’s imagine that our essay is about why the Medgar Evers
College (MEC) Writing Center is great. Your attentiongrabber could be about MEC as a whole, the importance of
writing centers, or something about writing in general. It
does not have to be very specific as long as it is related to
our topic of the MEC Writing Center
Thesis: “The Medgar Evers writing center is great because
the tutors are knowledgeable, it has extensive hours, and is
in a convenient location.”

Topic Sentence: The MEC Writing Center tutors are
knowledgeable because they are made up of students
who are very well-versed in different writing styles
Supporting quotations/information from sources
Explanation/interpretation of quotations/sources

Body

Topic Sentence: The MEC Writing Center has
extensive hours which allows students to get help
regardless of their schedule
Supporting quotations/information from sources
Explanation/interpretation of quotations/sources

Body

Topic Sentence: The MEC Writing Center has a very
convenient location in the library which is easy to
reach and you can work there after your tutoring
Supporting quotations/information from sources
Explanation/interpretation of quotations/sources

Conclusion

Re-phrased
thesis
Summary of each
section/paragraph
“Food for thought”

Just based on this thesis statement, I expect to
have one section/paragraph just about why the
tutors are knowledgeable, one paragraph/section
about what hours the center is open, and why the
location is convenient. Each body paragraph or
section must go in detail about one part of the
thesis. That way, you are always referring back
to the thesis and it allows the essay to flow
better.
In this case, your first body paragraph would be
about why the tutors are knowledgeable. As
supporting evidence, you may quote different
individuals who are happy with the help they
received. You might look into what types of
tutors are hired (i.e. how many English courses
have they taken, are they graduates, etc.) and
provide that information and then interpret the
information
The next body paragraphs would follow the
same format. You would start with a topic
sentence that relates back to the thesis. In this
case, your second body paragraph would be
about the hours the Writing Center is open and
the third one would be about the location. In both
paragraphs, you would also provide evidence to
support these statements.
Re-phrased thesis: “The Medgar Evers writing center is
excellent because its tutors know a lot about writing
styles and formatting, it is open for long hours, and its
location is easy to get to.” Next you have a summary
sentence of each paragraph. You’d have a sentence on
why the tutors are knowledgeable, a sentence about the
hours, and then a sentence about the location.
For the “food for thought,” you could write a couple of
sentences about how the center could improve, you may
write about how other departments could learn from the
writing center, etc.

